IV

THE  MOTHER WITH  THE BOUND FEET

DE. SUN had given me a picture of his family
with Ms mother as a central figure. The
picture showed his mother, well advanced in years,
hut with a dignity and softness of expression that
indicated that she was a lady of beauty in her
youth. Advancing years, according to the picture,
had taken much of that luxurious hair which dis-
tinguishes Cantonese women, the Chinese idea of
hair-dressing being the opposite of ours. (Our
American ladies dress their hair to show as much
of it as possible; Chinese ladies dress theirs to
show as little as possible, dressing it down into a
shining, close-fitting helmet, plastered to the
skull.) The picture shows her to have been a
graceful and dignified lady, the features indicating
great force of womanly character. She shows a
slight tapering of the chin, the thin line of eyebrow
well arched, and with hardly any of those lines
and shadows that mark the faces of women In
their old age. "A lovely old lady," is what one
would declare on looking at her picture.
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